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fornin & pack-horse, to be loaded down with what-
ever burdea his allies may choose to place upon
her b
having
thing #o hateful to him, the Proviso of Freedom
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he would wake her pay dearly for
corporated into her Constitution that

He (Mr. W) was for California, separate from all
ther questions. He believed it due Lo that State,
lue to ourselves, and, sbove all, required by the
voice of A vast majority of the freemen from whom
we profess to speak sud aot,

What, Mr. Chairman, is the spectacle present.
el here! After having scquired all the slave
territory upon the continent—uafiwr having annex-
ed Texns in hot haste, and at the hazard of the
war which followed that act; now, sir, the free
State of Californin, with a voting populstion larger
than that of one half of the slave States—larger
than Florida, larger than Arkansss, larger than
Uexas, larger, in my judgment, than either Mis-
gissippi or Louisisna—this free State is denied
almission into the Union, only becanse she is free, |

i{anndhiuulrh.w expend-

school.  All his opinions
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tinctured
in the teachings of the “ fathers”

had he fonad it laid down, that Democracy con-
sisted in wearing the collar of slavery about bis |
neck—in bowing down to a heartless money aris-
tooracy—in supporting the extension of slavery
over the Continent. Suoch may be the docirines
of the gentleman from lllinois. He may best sub-
serve his politieal ends, by standing shoulder to |
shoulder with the advooates of Slavery-Extension. |

He may esteem that man & demsgogue who boldly |

#tands up in the face of power, in defiance of all
opposition, the advoeste of truth, the inflexible
supporter of principle. There are demagogues,

the doetrines of that | in the present Congress, pledged to the support

however, who guccumb to power; who flatter the |

strong, and deride the weak ; who are always

found in support of that policy best ealeulnted to |

advance their interests ; who are ready to change

| glavery i to gain atriumph. 1f the Ordinance of

Vo, sir, her only offence i that she has prohib- | Opinions with & change of dynssty ; and who ever |

ited alavery within her borders. Those who now |
sek that nction shall be had upon this subject, are |
denounced a8 men who desire 1o keep up &  mis-
erable excitement” in the public wind, The
gentleman from [linois [Mr. MeCrLerxaND] may,
in his conoeption of things, regard it as a misers-
ble voeation, for men toconte

trinmph of truth. The gentleman may regard
“,'-9..&“---‘- aply o Me and  praiseworfhy,
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smapdign snd whish ara pewardad with the smiles | weight upon the strobg sri 01 BOM. | et aubives | = . - - " 3
> d . < | #ha wiet e af bia somgtitosnts whenever, in his |

‘misershle agitation” jndeed ! to stand up here
and battle agninst the selfishoess of the day, to-
utter unweleome troths in the ears of lordly mas-

lean for support upon some strong, and, sa they
believe, controlling interest. The Slive Power
has #o0 long held sscendency in this Government,
that certsin gentlemen seem to think that their

political fortunes are secure, only when they stand |
in close alliance with slavery. They lean upon it |

soniiie’ o1 il weanidme, .

Mr. Chairman, (he continued) | nm cosrgen

| by the geutleman from lllinois with practicing

the arts of the demagogue—with keeping alive

ters, 1o expose the sohemes of unchestened am- | & “miserable excitement’ to secure by own

bitien, to labor earnestly to bring back this Gov- |

ernment to the rpn'licy of its founders, 1o insist
that the policy of Jefferson, and the fathers of the
Republie, should be applied to the Territories of
this Unton,

He (Mr. W ) could tell the gentleman from I11i-
nois [Mr. MeCrrrsann] how this agitation, which
he 8o much deprecates, might have been avoided
Had Representatives faithfully earried out the will
of their constituents, the question of slavery in
our Territories would have heen settled three
years ago, hy the extension to them of that pro-
viglon of the Ordinance of 1787 which prohibits
slavery except for crime. Of this there can be no
doubt.

He (Mr. W.) has said before, snd he repested
now, that when the Proviso was first introduoed,
there were but two Northern votes againstit in this
House. One was that of the gentleman from I1li-
nols, and the other that of histhen collesgue, now
& member of the Senate, [Mr. Doveras | That

elevation to office. When have | been found
at the footstool of power? When have [ address-
el myself to propitinte its smiles or its favor?

| When have | abandoned principle, and taken
| refage in the arms of any great moneyed interest

for succor and protection] When have | proved
false to my professions, or my pledges? Who is
my nccuser 1 No, sir, no; | have kept the faith ;
| have redeemed the solemn pledges given toa
generous constituency—n constituency, sir, that
have stood around me, and sustained me, with a
devotion and constaney of which any man, the
greatest in this nation, might well be proud ; and,
wir, | would sooner stand against the assaults of &
thousand sueh as the gentleman from [Illinois,
than disappoint the just expectations of the
humblest man who gave me his confidence and
support, Does the gentleman from Illinois know
anything abont the district from which I come?
Has be over informed himself a8 to the charao-
| ter and political principles of those | represent?

rovision, which the gentleman has learned from | For his information | will tell him, that it is one

s Southern allies to denounce as maest infamous,
not only received theapproval of the Representa-
tives from the free States, bat the unanimous and
spontaneous appyoval of the people throughout
every free State in this Union. ‘Thepeaple by
every furm of expression endorsed it. Legisla-
tures by unanimous resolutions endorsed it. Had
the publie voice then been faithfully oheyed in
this and the other wing of the Capitol, all that
excitement and agitation abont which the gentle-
man deeluims with sueh genuvine Southern feeling,
would have been avoided. The qnestion would
have been settled without agitation, without ex.
citement ; and, in my jodgment, without leaving
behind any very serious heart-burnings upon the
feelings of our Southern friends. True, sir, they
might have been ignorsnt of the merits of their
distingnished champion, the gentleman from Illi-
nois. The country might have never knowa that
it held within its hosom one of such broad, such
comprehensive, such exalted patriotism. This, he
(Mr. W) confessed, would have heén a serious
loss to the country, and & great personal sacrifice
to the gentleman from [llinois; but one which, he
trusted, would have been cheerfully made, to avoid
that agitation which so alarms and disturbs the
gentleman

Mr. Chairman, It has become guite common for
eertain gentlomen, distingnisbed alike for their
patriotism and modesty, to clwim for themselves
that they stand upon & hroad and nationsl plat-
form: snd to denounce all who do not take posi-
tion with them, as narrow-minded, sectional, and
funationl. Is slavery nationul, and freadom see-
tional? He (Mr. W) had been taught by the
fathers of the republican school, that freedom was
broad and national, snd slavery loeal and section-
al. For this great dootrine he bad stroggled
here, and for this be should continue to struggle,
with all the feeble powers God had given him.
This great doetrine of the universality of free-
dom, aa one the inalienable rights of man, and of
the loeal character of slavery, as a State and seo-
tiona! Institution, constituted, in the early days of
the Republic, an established article in the repub-
lican ereed. Hence, the efforts of Jefferson to
circumscribe the limits of slavery—efforts glo-
rioasly successful in the establishment of the Or-
dlosnce of 1787—by which freedom was secured
to the State which the gentleman from Iilinois

Mr MeCrernanp| in part represents. But for
this Ordinance, which the gentleman now denoun-
ces ns infamous, the curse of slavery would have
rested like an ineubus upon his own State. [t
would have gone there in defiance of the Ordi.
nance, had Illinois, at the time of the adop-
tion of the Constitution, been blessed, or cursed,
(her people will judge which,) with a superabun-
dance of that broad and comprehensive patriotism
of which the gentleman boasts, Instead of that
free lubor, which is fast giving to lllinois pros-
perity and greatness, the negro slave would bave
loitered in idleness npon her fertile fields, or
been driven by the lash to his thriftless and un-
willing teil.

He (Mr. W) bad followed in the footsteps of
Jefferson ; he bad travelled in the beaten tracks of
the fathers of the republican party., His efforts
had been to cireumsoribe slavery within State lim-
ita—mnot to interfere with it there, but to resist its
spread over the free Territories of the nation—to
relieve the General Government from all respon-
gibility for its existence or support, leaving it to
rest, where alone it should rest, upon State sov-
ercingty and State laws.

This question of glavery extension is a great
pecuninry question—a question of capital—of
money. The immense capital invested in slaves,
a8 effectunlly controls this Government as does
the eapital invested in the funded debt of Great
Britain control that, The old proverb, that
“ money rules the world,” isas troe in political
s In soclul affuirs. Themoney invested in slaves
wields the destinies of this boasted free Republio,
It shapes its polioy to its own ends, it elects its
Presidents, and dispenses its vast patronage ; it
prosoribes its enemies, and exalts its friends. So
far as legislation and nll the machinery of Gov-
ernment is coneerned, it in trath snd fact con-
stitutes the Republie itselfl, Well-informed
Southern men in this and in the other braoch of
Congress have estimated the amount of money
invested in slavea at sirteen hundred millions of
dollars, He thought the estimate a large one,
but that the sum is large almost beyond computa-
tion, is eertain. Thia vast money power, extend.
ing over half of the Confedernoy, and binding
together in the bonds of A common pecuniary
interest half the States, dictates law to this Re-
publio, and roles with a despotism unrelenting as
death. Asn Democrat, he had ever been opposed
to great moneyed interests ‘The instinots of money
are the same the world over—the same here as in
the most grinding despotism of Europe. Money
ia cold, selfish, heartless, It has no pulse of hu.
manity, no feelings of pity or of love. Interest,
guin, necumulation, are the sole instinots of its
nature ; and it is the same, wheiher invested in
manufaeturing stock, bank stock, or the hlack
stock of the South. lotent on its own interest,
it is utterly regardless of the rights of humanity
ft would enin dividends out of the destruction
of souls. Here, then, sir, we have sivteen hundred
millions of eopiral—heariless, nofeeling capital,
intent on its own pecuniary adva t, Itis
here, gir, in these halls, in desperate confliot with
the rights of humanity and of free labor. It is
struggling to elutch in its iron grasp the soil of
the country—that soil which is men's inherit-
anee, and which of right shonld belong to him
who labors upon it. Sirtern hundred mullions of
dollurs demands the soil of our territories in per-
petuity, for its human chattels—to drive back the
free Inborer from his rightful field of enterprise—
from his lnwful and God-given inheritance. Sla-
very must have s wider field, or the moneiv value
of flesh and hlood will deteriorate. Additional
pecurity and strength must be given to the hold-
ers of human stock. What thongh bumauity
should shrick and wail? Money iz insatinte—
capital is deaf to the voice of its pleadiogs. To
oppose the extension of slavery—to resist in the
eouncils of the nation the demands of this huge
money power—to advocate the rights of human-

ity and of free labor, is, in the estimation of the
gentleman from [llinois, to be seotional, and fa-
natieal. To bow down to this money power—to
to do its bidding—to be its instrument and its
tool—Iis doubtless, in the esteem of the gentleman,
to stand upon & “broad and npational platform.”
Freedom and humanity, truth and justice, isn

latform too narrow for his enlarged und compre-
Ernslu mind—the universality of alncun
alone fill its oapacions Slavery is

crati om t 8ir, the gentleman
no doubt sees fanatioism in a bold and fearless
advoescy of the right. With some minds, noth-
ing is rational and practical, except that which
pays well.  That slavery has heretofore
well to those who labored in its service, he .
W) was prepared to believe. The history of
this Government proves this. Its bills, however.
have been at & discount sinee the Presiden
eleotion of '48. lts Wst draft for the Presidency
was dishonored, Ita credit is shaken as & prompt
paymaster ; and the gentleman from [llinols may

of the strongest Democratie districts in the State
of Peanspiyapis.. IF by Abolitionists he means
# class of persons who assail the Constitution,
and seek the overthrow of slavery by violent or
unnlawful means, then, sir, there are no Aholition-
ists in my distriet. If by Abolitionists, the gen-
tleman intends to be understood all such as are
opposed to the extension of slavery, then, sir, we
are &l Abolitionista together. 1t isthe most rad-
ieal, thorough, inflexible Democratic district in
the State ; and has ever heen true to the main-
tenance of the great cardinal priociples of the
Republiean party—opposed to s high protect-
ive tariff, to & pational bank, to extravagant
s-hemes of internal improvement hy the General
Government, to u distribution of the proceeds of
the public lands; snd in favor of the independ-
ent trensury, and of every other measnre with
which the Republican party has been identified
for the lnst twenty years. Nay, more : it took the
lead in Pennsylvania in support of many of these
great questions. The Democracy of my distriet
advoonted the independent treasary, and n more
libersl revenue policy, before either of those
greant measures had commended themselves to
popular favor with the party in that State. [ was
with them then, | am with them now. It isa
purt of their faith, and a part whieh will not be
compromised or surrendered, that slavery ought
not to be extended over the free soil of this con-
tinent. They embrace this great principle asa
purt of their oreed ;| and they will stand by it to
the last. against all temptation, and in the face of
all opposition.  They will adhere to their prinei-
ples; they will make them the guide of their
uetion, the rule of their conduet. They will fol-
low no organization that has for its ohject the
prostration of their priociples. The gentleman
from lIllinois would read them out of the party.
When they are excluded from the Demoeratic
party, it will be past hope in Pennsylvania.
That State will then have taken its position per-
munently in the ranks of the opposition. But |
do not believe that they will allow the gentleman
from Illinois to excommunicate them from the
Democratie party ; DoT will the denunsistions of
the entire E?:uth maove them one jot or tittle trom
their principles.

I have said, Mr. Chairman, in my judgment
this whole controversy would )hua been settled
without agitation, and without this protracted
struggle, which some gentlemen profess to think
endangers the stability of the Union, had the
Representatives from the North faithfully earried
out the will of their constituents. | do not intend
this remark as a reflection vwpon the gentleman
from Illinois. His distriot, for aught | know, may
be w8 pro-slavery as himsell. It is not my pur-
poge, Mr. Chairman, to reflect upon the motives
or conduct of any gentleman in this House, It
would be out of order for me to do so; yet | oan-
not but feel, that the true way to settle existing
controver-ies ig not by patched-up compromises,
which ought to bave, and can have, no force, if
maude againgt the publio gentiment of the country.
The principles upon which this controversy should
be settled are the same ns those upon which all
great political questions shonld be settled in a
(Government like our own—by an honest and
faithful representation on this floor, and in the
other branch of Congress, of the voice of our re-
spective constituencies. Let every man vots as
his conatituents desire him to vote—as it wns un-
derstood he would vote when s candidate for an
olection to a seat in thie Hall — then, sir, you
would have expressed the voioe of the country.
A settlement upon such a basis would stand—
would command met. It would be in harmony
with the spirit and genivs of our institutions
[Ipon thia basis alone ought all great questions to
be settled ; and had it been faithfully acted upon,
the present controversy would never have had an
existence. The question of slavery in our Ter-
ritories would huve been long since settled, and
settled on the side of Freedom. But it would
seem that & different atmosphere prevails here
from that which gentlemen breathe at home, We
have here political combinations looking to the
Presidency, and to the patronage dispensed from
that high office. Men become the mere partisans
of Presidentinl aspirants, instead of the faithful
representatives of the People. Party interests and
party sucoess exert a controlling influence over
the deliberations of Congress. 1t is but a short
time since, when the Representatives from the
North, who oceupy seats on the other side of this
House, were, to & man, the advocates of positive
legislative prohibition sgaiost the extension of
slavery. Ay! sir it was an ‘ old principle of the
Whig party! A devoutly-cherished doetrine!
They had always opposed the controlling influ-
enoe of slavery in the Government! The De-
moeracy had always courted and succumbed to
the Siave Power.” Such, but a short time ngo,
was the universal langnage of Northern Whigs,
in and out of this House. | well remember with
what alacrity and zeal they walked up to the
vote—abways ready, always anxious. It was not
then presatnre—there was no dodging in these
days. Who so blind as not to see that & great
change has come over the lenders of that party,
and the representatives of that party on this floor?
After having obtained power by professions of
signal and lasting devotion to Freedom, they now
seek to retain it hy compromises with Slivery.
They are now willing to ahandon the old policy
of enforcing the Ordinance of 1757, Indeed, they
have abandoned it for the ' non-action " policy of
the late Executive. The new dynasty, it is said,
fuvors a different policy; it in disposed, so says
rumor, to take passage in the Omnibus, which has
been lumbering its way for months through the
Senate. 11 this be so, we shall soon see a corres-
ponding change in the position oflrurl leaders,
Lenders oan change to order—the np{e are not
so fucile. The masses expect nothing, ask for
nothing, from Government, except just and whole-
some laws.  They love principle, and follow it
with earnest and honest purpose, unless misled hy
ambitious and selfish men. They want the old
policy restored, they want securities and guaran-
tees for Freedom —they want the Jeffersonian
Ordinanee reéoscted. 1, by the foree of cireum-
stances, our Territories should be preserved from
the threatened encronchments of Slavery, and
finally be ndmitted as free States, (s result which
non-action leaves to the hazard of chance,) still
slavery will have triumphed, if we fail to assert
the rights of freedom. The policy of this Govern-
ment should be settled now and forever, against
the further extension of slavery. This is ren.
dered necessary by the startling demands of #ls-
very, of its right to extend wherever the flag of
the Union floata.

But, ss | was saying, our friends on the other
side have undergone a © ; and I fear that
another and more sudden ¢ awaita them
General Taylor is dead. The brave and honest
old ohief reposes in the grave. He has no more
favors to bestow ; the mantle of his power has
fallen upon another. A lste Senator, he who
“treads no step backward)’ is elevated r. the

ven

rnhuhl Henceforth his word is to
magioal hr

uence snd power. As Senator, and
living, it bad lost its charm ; as premier,
it Is to be tial. I shall expect to soe his dis-

earnestly, perious- for support ; they look to it for promotion ; they |

Iy, manfully, for the sdvance of Freedom, for the | tremble and turn pale atits frowns. Many fear |

to stand on the rock of Truth, unsupported save |

by a consciousness of rectitude and duty, who, |
i Aah 0

hoafe woluata |

coveries in “ physical geography” adopted by the | to retard their
We shall see, sir, v{:l 'o.p shall see. | of sla

faithful.
Whatever course
in certain, that a

emen may adopt, one thing |
majority took their seats

of the Proviso. This fact is known to those who
hear we, and to the whole country. It will stand
in hisory, and the shameful record will also be
written, that some were faithless to those pledg-
es—tlat they mserificed prineciple and honor, to |
propitiste power. There are not three men from
the free States, on the opposite side of the House,
who, when elected, were not understood by their
censtituents to be in favor of legislative action
against the extension of slavery. The same is
true of a large majority of the Democrats. |
kuow of some who gave their solemn pledges in
writing, to stand by the principle to the last, and |
sgainst all compromises, who have publicly de-
clared their purpose to abandon it. This, sir, is
shumeful ; yet it is by sueh treachery as this, that

freedom i3 to be thus defeated, it isnot by the voice
of the people ; it is defeated by the betrayal of
their representatives, Aund is such a betrayal of
bigh trusts to be dignified with the pame of * com- |
promise i’ Do gentlemen expect such a settle-
mentto stand 7 s this the way in which pesceis
to be redored to the country 7 Are the people to
be chested, and thenealled upon to thank as pub-
lic benefictors those who defrauded them? A
distinguhed Senator—he again who  treads no
step buckward’—in a recent speech, labored ear-
mpmtln ta mecws thet it waa tha duty o repre- |
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by. He tontended that the faithfol represenis-
tive—he who religionsly observed his pledges,
who faithfully and honestly, by bis speech and
wvotes, earried out in these Halls the views of his
constituents—was a slave himself, and that a pro- |
viso was needed to free such a one from hondage. |
Sir, neither great talents, nor exalted position,
oan sanctify such doctrines. They strike at the
foundations of our system of Government. They
are anti-republican, anti- American. The Senn-
tor himself gave us a shameful example of their
mischievous influence, when he turned his back
upon the unanimous instructionsof his own State.
I subscribe to no such sentiments. | tolerate no
such doctrines, in politics or in morals. [ can re-
spect, nuny more, | can appland the man who votes
for slavery, when I believe he is fairly reflecting
the eip‘u snd feelings of those he represents ;
but [ have only loathing and contempt for him
who, by false professions, obtains a bigh place,
und then betrays the confidence reposed im him.

Mr. Chairman, | do not desire agitation ; but [
eannot consent to avoid it, by & tame and silent
submission to wrong. | will not see, without s
struggle to avert it, this Government, established
by the price of blood, upon the great foundations
of Freedom, subwexted to the acoursed purpose of
the extension of slavery. lta power shall never he
wielded to such ends, if by any humble efforts of
mine | can prevent it. So long a8 there can be
found such men in the North, as the gentleman
from lllinois, to stand here and do the work of
slavery, so long there will be agitation—an agita-
tion that, by-aud-by, will reach the constituents
of the gentleman, and light up the fires of Truth
and Freelom in his district. When that day
comes, as it surely will come, we shall hear ne
more of the gentleman from [llinois, and the like
of him.

A great truth cannot be trampled in the dust—
a grest prineiple of right cannot be hroken down
Freelom will live—truth and justice will live—
live in the hearts of men—live in the attributes
of God—live forever.

This Government is not a government of sla-
very, but of freedom. We hold that slavery is
not & national institution—that it should be kept
within the limits of the States where it ia tolera-
ted ; and these are doctrines which no pretended
compromise can crush—no political combinations
put down.

In the last Presidentinl contest, the South
brought to bear the influence of this sixteen hun-
dred millions of slave property. She declared
that no man should receive her support for the
Presidency who did not bow down in ahject and
slavish submission to this mighty power of the
South. Northern aspirants for that high office
bumbled themselves in the dust, but they failed
of the reward, The price of shame and of humil-
iation wns not paid, and [ trust in God that it never
will be puid. The smbitious and aspiring must
Jearn that they cannot reach the Presidency by a
base bowing down to the power of slavery. This les-
son it is the duty of the people to teach them.
Thia is the only remedy for doughfaceisin—it is
n sure and certain cure; it is & constitutional, a
peaceful remedy—the remedy of the ballot-box.
I shall not fear to resort to it, whenever cecasion
requires its npplication.

Mr. COBE, of Alabams

Plr. Wirmor yield-
he gentleman il he

ing the foor) 1 wish to ngk
Presi-

would vote for any man for the office of
dent who was the owner of slaves.

Mr. WILMOT. Certainly sir—most cheer-
fully, if he agreed with me in principle. | make
prineiple the gnide of my political action. Prin-
ciple, and principle alone, controls my votes; not
the location of eandidates, or the uature of the
property they may hold.

Mr. CORB, Would the gentleman own a slave
himself ?

Mr. WILMOT. | have no wish to be the own-
er of one. (iod forhid that I should ever be placed
in cirenmstances where my interests or conveni
enge should tempt me to become the owner of one.
U/pon this subject | confess that my moral sensi-
bilities are not as keenly alive to the wrongs of
slavery ns they ought to be. | am not so good a
man s | wish | was, | wish that | could feel for
the wrongs of others as keenly us I feel a wrong
when inflicted upon myself. 1 make no preten-
sion to any such exalted virtue. Gentlemen who
have done me the honor to listen to my speeches
upon this gubject, will remember that I have nev-
er disoussed this question in its moral aspects.
That task [ have left to others, better able to do
it justice. I have examined it as a political ques-
tion—as & question affeoting the rights of the
people, and the policy und character of the Gov-
eroment. Apart from all moral considerations, |
am opposed to the further extension of slavery,
as & politioa] evil of the first magnitude. Slavery
is anti-republican—it is aristocratic in all its ten-
dencies and results—it issubversive of those great
ariuciplau whioh lay at the foundation of all free

overnments. It is a great moneyed interest—
& vast peouniary capital, with the heartless in-
stincts of capital, and I am deadly hostile to the
control of capitalin this Government. It isin theo-
ry, and should be in practice, n Government of
the people. It helongs to the free masses of
the country. Itistheirs to enjoy, to defend They
have a right to mould it to their pleasure, to de-
termine its poliey, to direct it to the advancement of
their happincss and prosperity, Slavery seeks to
wield it to its own selfish ends—to the support
and tﬂpetuntinn of its vast eapital in buman flesh
and hlood. | oppose the extension of alavery, be-
cause it is an element of weakness in States. |
speak with no feelings of unkindoess towards the
South, but I utter my earnest convictions when [
say, that the South is weak—weak in all the ele-
ments of strength and greatness—weak to resist
a foreign foe, and only weak because of the fnsti-
tution of slavery. It {8 the men who perform the
Inbor of & country that must defend it in the hour
of danger. The men who perform the Inbor of
the South are slaves. Yon dare not place the
means of defence in their hande You dare not
give them arms, and teach them their use, lest
they turn them against yourselves. If your
young and able-bodied men goto the field inlarge
num you leave your families, your women
and children, ex tonterrible enemy at home.
It is an element of weakness in States, and for
this reason | am opposed to its extensi

Another reason - notwithstanding the vasi in-
orense of slavery in the last sixty years, [ enter-
tain the bope soardontly cherished by our fathers,
of its ultimate extinction. I look forward to some
day—remote it may be—when the Sonth, in its
own way, and by its own voluntary action, will
set about the great work of emancipation, and the
separaiien of the iwo races; in which work, |
trust the North will coiperate to the full extent
of its resonrces and power. The day must come,
or there will be a night of terror and of blood,
Slavery cannot he eternal. [ cannot contemplate
the prospect of perpetusl slavery, without seeing
the futare of my country shrouded in darkness and
in gloom. The extension of sluvery will post-
pone the day of deliverance—magnify ita difficul-
tien, if, indeed it does not make them insurmount-
nhle, 'Fiaur I huve hefore stated to be n pe.
cuniary question—a question of capital, of dol-
lars anfl cents,  This is the light in which it is
viewed by the master ; tothe slave itis a question
of lihepty, nnd of all & man holds dear and sacred.
It willcontinue so long s it is valnahle—so long
willy who have property in it, hold on to sla-
very with a grasp that cannot be broken. Every
one soknowledgesthat slavery would become value-
less much sooner, if confined to ita present limits,
than ¥ extended over a wider space, This, South-

on tell ua, is the reason why they are
ined to extend it; and they charge upon
Are o:opmod to ita extension, a desire to
ut abalition, by hemming them in, and
worthless. We
ends in opposing

making their propert
wrong to our Southern

the axtension of slavery, although the oy of
nonsxtension will hasten the day when slaves
be without value, and slavery shall cesse to

God has sstablished certain great laws, hy
and sare operation of whioh, slavery

l&h!lﬂ.h extinguished. It cannot long
sl the law of population, without con.
If the laws of nature and of

on—to eave the institution
'II? from their influesie by an extension of
ita area? Gentlemen of the South see that the
field of labor is fast filling up ; that the laborers
are | and that, unless the field is en-
larged, labor will cheapen, and the laborer him-
self become worthless as an element of property.
They see clearly that at no distant day they will
be compelled, by the force of natural laws, to com-
mence the work of emancipation, unless that day
is put off by the opening of new fields for slave
labor. 8ir,1 would not obstruct the operation
of God's laws. | certainly would not interfere to
save l’"ﬂ from their influence. Looking, as I
do, to the day of our ultimate redemption from
this curse, I wish it to come before the evil shall
have grown to such gisnt propor ions as to defy
our efforta for a peaceful deliverance. [ do not
wish the evil to grow beyond our control. We
might, by & mighty effort, solve peacefully, and
without blood, the problem of slavery, with ten
millions of blacks. No buman power can solve it
with fifty ora hundred millions. It would break
in fragments the strongest Government on earth ;
it would uce scenes of commotion, etrife, and
blood, such as the world never saw. »Why will
gentlemen bring certain and wide-spread ruin
upon the gountry? [t is the spirit of sell-
ishness that invokes this destruction upon cur
land —the selfishness of great interests, the selfish-
ness of capital, blind to everything but its imme-
diate and proximate interest. [For resistance
to this spirit of selfishuess, for seekiog to avert
from my country this terrible doom, | nm assailed
b I8 sehvidmab Giow ol LA Xotess wd
and studied denunewntion.
_'- v lalk gones T
B HELTIO0 WA 1A T0 e ven i nndtu o o pe
people in the free States to resist, by every lawful
and constitutionsl means, the extension of slavery.
They may be betrayed by their representatives—
I fear they will be; they may, for a time, be mis-
led by those in whom they have placed confi-
dence— leaders may lick the dust at the bid-
ding of slavery, may kiss its bloody hands—party
organization may be used to crush the advocates
of liberty—yet, sir, the great heart of the people
beats for freedom. Geutlemen will learn that a
cheat is po settlement—that & betrayal of trust
is noadjustment of difficulties—that the arrange-
ments of Presidential aspirants is no compromise.
Agitation is not to be quisted by the perpetration
of wrong. The friends of freedom will counsel
no resistance to estaBlished law ; but they will
not cease to appeal to the judgments and the
hearts of men, in behalf of righteousness and
truth. Gentlemen want peace, quict. Cease to
urge a wrong,and you will have s peace  What
is the quiet they want? Freedom from agitation
on the suhject of slavery. | will tell gentlemen
bow they can have quiet on this suhjeet - Separate
the General Government from sll responsibility
for the existence or support of slavery. Keep
our institutions within your States, and you will
we uo agitation. Cense i overt the fyranny
of slsvery inthis (iovernment—immoiate no more
Northern mes. You provoke ﬁiulion by the in-
Jjustioe of your demands. You declare your pur-
pose 1o extend slav.ry into free territory, and
when we offer resistance, when we demand for
freedom the protecion and security of law, you
ory ont against sgitation. You nsk us to reverse
the polioy of the Governr “nt in behalf of slavery
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and ita interests, and becwuse we refuse, you com- |

plain of and wrong. Weare struggling
to maintain, against your encroachments, the
early and settled policy of the Government. |
stand ?on this question of wlavery extension,
where Jefferson, and Madison, snd Henry, stood
sixty years ago. Were they now living, they
would advocate the policy | have advoented. They
did so, in their day and generation. They would
do so now.

Itin the vast increase of this slave capital which
has taken place in the last half century, that cre-
ates all our present difficulties. From two hun-
dred millions of dollars it has grown to sixteen
hundred millione. This immense capitul is strug-
gling for perpetuity and power. It wishes to
make slavery eternal. This is your fanaticism,
gentlemen of the South—the fanaticism of sla-
very—of sizteen hundred millions of dollars! It
is a cold, calonlating fanaticism. It feeds on the
souls and blood of men. Talk to me about fanat-
icism! May God preserve me from the fauati-
cism of slavery—from that fanaticistn which for-
gets humanity and its rights, in the pursuit of an
all-aheorbing selfishness.

Mr. Chairman, | have been led almost nneon-

atiously into these protracted remarks. I con-
templated but a few words when | arose. My
ohject more particularly was to address myself to
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. MeCLeRNAND, |
snd to repel the charge brought by him against
the friends of freedom, of n desire to defeat the
appropriation bille They have never entertain-
ed sach a thought. They are loyal to the Con-
stitution and to the Government of their coun-
Iry—I0yal, €I, A80 true. They desire action on
Culifornis—that great question, which, more than
any other, engrosses the mind of the nation. It
is & shame—na personal dishonor to Northern
men—that Californin is not yet admitted into the
Union. Why this protracted delay? Why this
continual postponement of & measure which they
nll profess to favor? Are gentlemen afraid to
act? Are we cowards, that we dare not perform
our constitutional duty? Do we fear to take
hold of the work which we came here to do 7 Sir,
let us have done with this timid, this cowardly
wliey. Let v act, There is honor and safety
!n sction—dishonor and danger in further delay.
The gentleman from Illinois is waiting the setion
of the Senate on the " Omnibus bill” After
eight months of the session is exhausted, he is
for giving time for slavery to mature irs plans.
When slavery is in danger, the gentleman is ever
ready and prompt in action. No measure of sla-
very was ever delnyed an hour for want of the
gentleman's aid. Freedom must stand back, and
only euter these Halls in the manner and at the
hour alavery shall dictate.

I wish that the vote of to-day should arrest
the attention of the country. Let it be known
throughout the length and breadth of the land,
that the consideration of California was post-
poned, to muke way for an appropriation hill for
the support of the Military Academy at West
Point—a bill which thers was no oceasion for

ressing upon onr attention, and which could

ve been acted upon a fortnight or a month
hence, without uny detriment to the public ser-
vice. This was done by the votes of the South,
united with the great body of Northern Whigs,
and a few Northern Democrats. California post-
poned, after eight months' delay, hy the strong
vote of minety-three to sirty! Yet, in the fuce of
this vote, men will go home and try to make their
constituents believe that they were friendly to
the early and uncondiiional admission of Cali-
fornia.

-—

DEBATE ON THE “NIGHER POWER."

In the Senate of the United States, July 36, 1550,

Mr. Seward haviog delivered n speech in sup-
port of his proposition to admit New Mexico as a
State—

Mr. Pravr. | desire to say a word, sir, as to
what | conceive to be the most extraordinary prop-
osition ever submitted tothis body. I apprehend
that such a proposition would not have emanated
from any other sonree than that from which it has
come. | feel confidént that when the yeas and
pays are taken, as | intend to move before I tike
my seat thut they shall be, the Senator from New
York [Mr 8kwarn] will stand alone ; heosuse Lam
sure that there is no other member of this bod
who bhaa at least advanced openly to the body h
utter disregard of the Constitution nnd his oath
to support it. Upon two occasions, as it is known
to every member of the Senate, the Senator from
New York has anpounced here that from the
origin of this Government there have been two
organized dIrimrl;ﬂu, warring one sgainst the
other, which must resnlt in the course of time in
the destruction by the more powerful of those

inciples of the other. The prineciple of human

iberty, ns he terms it, and the assumption in the
Constitution of the universal equality of mun, he
has avowed to be the higher law, which he feels
himself conatrained to obey, although it may con-
flict with the express provisions of the Constitu-
tion and his oath to support that instrument. For
exnmple, he believes and admita that the Constitu-
tion of the United States positively prohihits the
Cougress of the United States from aholishing
slavery within the States. Yet lnasmuch as this
higher luw, this principle of human liberty, comes
in confliot with constitutional prohibition, he
says that he should be bound by this higher law,
nod he would disregard the Constitution of his
country ; he would the oath which he
hns tuken to it re he took his seat
here; and he would vote for that admitted uncon-
stitntional act-—the abolition of slavery within
the States of this Union. | think, then, Mr. Pres-
ident, that I am right in assuming that no other
Senstor upon this floor would have offercd the
proposition upon which | am now about to com-
ment; beoause it is in every one of its features
directly subversive of every constitutional pro-

vision in reference (0 fhe formation of States.

Mr. Sxwanp (interposing) Will the Senator
allow me a word of explanation !

The Presioxnr. Doos the Senator from Mary.
land yield the floor 1

Mr. Prarr assented.

Mr Sewarn, Mr. President, | distinctly deny
lhi-ulnll luumﬁh nl'cll:.hu. n;lin.
tained one on
which have been put charged
upon me by the

Mr. Prarr. the honorahle
Senator should obliged to me for

giving him an denying what ia

u
agi

%ﬂnmﬂbhﬂudﬁhﬂ the

of dlave property, why should we be called upon

be '-'yuuh*
universally believed here. ;M

the Senator deny

that he has said and reitersted here that there is
a law above the Constitution, which he felt bound
to obey? Does he deny that!

Mr. Sewanp. Yes,sir, | deny that.

[Mr. 8. states that be understood Mr P. to have
added the t when it conflicts with the Con-
stitution,” snd replied accordingly —Rer | ,

Mr. Pravt. Then, sir, he denies, Mr. Presi-
dent, what every man knows be has sid. | have
heard him say it over and over again, and the
Senator's denisl does not make untrue what |
assert | have heard him ssy, that there was &

ldi:cr law.

r. Sewanp (in his seat) 1 do mot deny that
Mr. Pratr. 1 call upon every Senstor who
hears me to say whether the Senator from New
York did not say there was a higher law; 8
higher law than the Constitution, which he felt
bound to obey when it came in conflict with the

Constitution,
Mr. Sewann ?n bis seat) | did not, .
eall upon any Senator upon this

Mr. Pratr. .
floor, other than the Senator from New York, to
deny that he said so.

Mr. Barowin. As the appeal has been made
to other Senators, | must say, simply, that 1 did
pot understand the sentiment uttered by the Sen-

Senator from Maryland. :
Mr. Foor (in his seat) Everybody else did,
Mr. Pratr. | do not know what the Senator

from Connecticat means by this disavowal. If he

means that my commentary upon what the Sens-
tor has said is not exactly correot, that may be so.

| utter what the Senator from Maryland will con-

| mean to say that | consider that a heresy 7

ator from New York as it has been stated by the |

——

nst the admission of New Mexico, which

:f:i‘:lu Cukui:;ug'd New may Inult'
creating » kingly if the honarable
s-mmr‘ does not dhddn".?o-"m a Constitu.
tion not officially isid before the Senste. It be-
gins with these words _
- ;_.‘?v.', ':.h woll;.ut N_r: l::db. in om to -hba?r-
liberey to Ives sndd our posterit

This, #o far, is the langusge of the Constitu.
tion of the United States, Then it s to

L e

sider a dangerous heresy :

" Aeknowlslging with eful hearts the gooduess of the
soverelgn Ruler of the Universe, and imploring His ald
and direotivn in ite scormplishment, do ordain and estab.
lish the following Constitution M

We see that here are a people whoacknowledge
a higher power than the Constitution.

r. Prarr (interposing) Does the Senator

Mr. Sgwann, | say that the Senator charac-
terized what 1 said a8 heresy when I expressed
precisely this opinion.

Mr. Prarr. Will the Senator yield the floor
4 moment ?

Mr. Sewann. Certainly ; but I give the Sen-
ator notice that [ ghall make no answer.

Mr. Pratr. Mr President, when one nsserts,
| am sorry to say, what he knows to be untrue—

Sevenan Sexarors, Order! order!

Mr. Pratr. | beg pardon, Mr. President—

Mr. Sewarp. | hope the Senator muy Be per-
mitted to proceed.

Bt thest Ranstar samnat *’mv that I.HI‘ heard

] ¥ “ae 4 g . Y B osn
! Jaw than the Manstitntion. which he teit pound

- . -84 e wWmp T G e L Dap @
stitution.

Mr. Batowis, 1 happen not to have a copy of
the speech of the Semator from New York bere,
and | cannot of course be expected togive the pre-
cise words. 1 understood the Senator to state that
there was & law than the Constitution,
which was in harmony with the provisions of the
Constitution.

Mr. Prarr. Now, Mr, President, it will be in
the recollection of every one who hears me, that
in the second speech which was made by the Sen-
ator from New York—one which displays all that
preparation which I think every Senator should

give to everything m are about to utter in this
body—which, if it bad been displayed in a better
cause, would have been worthy of his country—

he reiterated the sentiment contained in his first
® , and then uttered the sentiment I have
stated, that there were two ani principles
ingrafted originally in the Constitution, and those
two antagonist principles werg the alleged equal-
ity of man and the principle of domestic slave-
ry—the r ition of domestie slavery.

Now, Mr. President, he avowed further, and I
think that every one here will with me, that
whenever these antagonist ples of which he
was speaking come in conflict with the Conatitu-
tion, the higher law woald be od by biu ia
preference to the Constitution itself. 1 have
spoken of thie matter to all the friends of that
Senntor, and this is the first time | ever heard
any one say be understood him differently from
what | have stated. | have mentioned it to them
with the announcement of the intention on my
part to move the expulsion of that Senator as s
member of this body. I have stated that when
that Senator took his seat here, he was bound, as
we were, to comply with that article of the Con-
stitution which says that Senators, before they
| tuke their seats, shall swear to support the Con-
| stitution. I huave said to them that if, when he
| cime to the book to take that oath, if he had re-
| fused to take the oath, he could nmot have taken
his seat; or if he had promulgated to the Senate
the reservation which he now makes or bas hith.
erto made, with reference to this superior law, so
8 to make invalid thst oath, there is not a Sena-
tor that would have permitted him to take it.
Therefore, sir, if he had not concealed his under-
standing of the obligations which he was about to
take upon himself, be would not have been per-
mitted to take his seat here. I contended for this
with his friends, and none of them said 1 was
wrong in the facts. [ contended that with these
opinions we ought to turn him out of the body, as
he never should have taken a seat here.

Mr. President, | now come to the amendment,
which is this:

Iusert after the word “ That,” in the first line,
| the following :

“ New Mexico shall, on proclamation by the
President of the United Stateg, he admitted as s
State into this Union, on an equal footing with
the original States. Provided, That the President,
before issning such lamation, shall be satiafied
that the Conatitution recently framed by the Con-
vention of New Mexico has been approved and
ratified by the people of New Mexico in the elec-
tion held for the purpose of considering it, on the
e s

r,ls & tion t on|

S A N M sy e & itte i thia
Union with & Constitution which Congress has
uever seen, establishing boundaries not known to
the Senate or to any one else; that we should di-
rect the President of the United States to proclaim
the admission of New Mexico as n State, with
whatever boundaries she may choose to assume,
even if they include balf or two-thirds of Texas,
and whether that Constitution is republican in
ita form or not, provided he shall believe that the

le of New Mexico are willing. Therefore,
if they have established s Government not repub-
lican in its form—a kingly Government—the
provision of the Constitution which says that we
shall admit no State which is not blican in
its form, or if hy ita boundarics it includes a
of Texas, that provision of the Constitution which
prohibits separating from the limits of any State,
without the assent of that State, are to be disre.
garded, and New Mexico is still to be admitted
a8 & State by proclamation, although she does
e, te parts of other States without the sssent
of those States, and although her Constitution
may not be in & republican form. Am I not right,
then, in saying that no one—except the Senator
from New York—entertaining his opinions, could
submit & proposition like this? Am I not right
in u{::g thatthere is no Senator upon this floor—
and the yeas and nays to see if there is any
one—who will vote for an amendment directly
violative of these two olauses of the Constitution
to which | have referred?

Mr. President, | have desired upon all occa-
sions, and | am sure that it is still my determina-
tion, to ocultivate towsrd my brother Senators
feelings of harmony and respect, so far as | am
mrble of entertaining them. [ will ot pay—I
will mot pretend to say—that euch feelings can
be entertained by me with reference to such a
propogition as this, or to the member of the Sen-
ate who made it.

Mr. Davron. Mr. President—

Tue Presipent. Did the Senator from Mary-
land aek for the yeas and nays/

Mr. Pratr. Yes, sir,

Mr. Dayrox. Mr. President, | have a request—

Tug Presivent. The Senator will suspend un-
til it is ascertained whether the yeas and naysare
ordered.

- The yeas and nays were then ordered.

Mr. Dayrox. After the yeas and nays are or-
dered, the request that | have to make cannot be
complied with. | meant merely to ask the Sena-
tor from New York whether it would not be bet-
ter for him to withdraw his proposition.

Mr. Cray (in his seat) I object.

Mr. Pratr (in his seat) The yeas and nays
have been ordered.

Mr.Sewano. If there is any proposition | have
ever made, any measure | have ever proposed,
which | am witling to stand by here, before the
country and the world, it is the proposition I
have now submitted. Therefore, though | stand
nlone, | shall be content, convinced that | stand
right.

do not propose to reply to what is
to myself 1:' the remnrir:Pul‘ the lnnmbll’:';:::{
tor from Maryland. | have nothingof a {cmul
character to say. There is no manp in this land
who is of sufficient importance to this country
and to mankind to justify his consumption of five
minutes of the time of the Senate of the United
S with personal explanations relating to him-
self. When the Senator made his remarks, [ rose
to express to him the fuct that he was under & mis-
apprebension. The speechea which | have made
here, under a rule of the Senate, are recorded,
nod what is recorded has gone before the People,
and will go, worthy or ‘:3 into history. 1 leave
I by what

'll"‘m to mankind. 1 have said.
bat is all | have to sa; uputhill*
The&n-mpmpu:u 1 me. |am ready

to meot that trinl too; and if [ shall be expelled, |
sbisll not be the first man subjected to ment
for maintaining that there is s power
human law, and that power delights in justice;
that rulers, whether dewpots or

a free people, are bound to administer

the beaefit of society. Senstors, when

to bring me for trial, or otherwise,

Senate of the United M

Mr. President, the which is made to
the tion w hawe submitted to the
Sennte is this: that it bring into the United

Mr. Pravt. Jrwas sbout to say, ll;n :?en i
Senator makes an aoolication to myself which is
ik S g

et Anemant = pabarerdn vAnl v Ratiol |

| that Senatne that nothing which | ean say wiil in- |
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mysell should induce me W =y novntng.

Mr. Sgwarp. These ple of New Mexico
then say they have “established a Government
for the purpose of establishing Justice, securing
the blessings of Liberty for themselves and for

ty, and that they acknowledge the super-
| intending power of the Sovereign Ruler of the
Universe, and invoke His blessing "

Now, let us see what kind of Government they
make. They form themselves into a free and
independent State, by the name of New Mex-
jco. The next question is whether they bave es-
tablished a “ kingly ” Government. This may be
learned from their declaration of rights:

" All men being born equally free and independent, anid
baving certain nstoral, inberent, and inalienable rights,
amonyat which are the erjoying and defending of life and
liberty, the soquirement, porsession, and protection of pr p-
erty, and the p it of and i of happ! : there-
1ove o male person shall be held by law to serve any per
son a8 & servan', slave, or apprentioe afier he arrives at the
age of twenty one years; nor female in like manner, after
sbe arrives st the age of eighteen years; unless they be
bound by their own consent, r they arrive at such age,
or are bound by law for punishment of erime.

“ Al power ju inherent in the people ; all fres Governments
wre founded In their 7 they have therefore sn in-
alienable and ivdefensible right to Institute Government, to
alter and reform, or to totally change the sxme, when their
safety or happiness lwnlnn{t."

Weil, Bir, 80 far fise s sesies SiponSes=irm
it is the republicanism of the British Constitu-
Alons of 1640, of 1 and the American Consti-
tution of 1776, Well, have they established a
King, with an bereditary aristocracy to exercise
the powers of government? No,sir; quite the
contrary

i The powars of the Goverument of the Stateof New Mex-
feo shall be divided into three distinot departments, and
enah of them confided to separate bodies of magistraey, to
wit : Those which are legislative, to one; those which are
ja:iew.hw; and those which are exscutive, to an-
other

“ No person or collestion of persons, being of one of those
dep te, shall ise any power properly helonging to
either of the others, except in those Instances

» ¥ direoted or bl

“The leginiative powers of the Sta‘e shall be vested in
two distinet bravches; one to ha styled the Senate, the
nther the Honse of Kepresantatives ; and both together the
Legisisture of the State of New Mexico The style of all
laws shall be, Be it ted by the Legislature of the Stute

New Mexico. '
v The members of the House of . ves #hall be

be two years from the
jon of the Legisl

1 hwbﬂhmmw,'““
tima an shall ..

“The Senators shall be a\uw the q eleators
for the term of four years, and be divided by lot into
two clnsses as nearly eqnal as be.

L Governor and L eutevant nor shall be eleoted
by the qualified electars of the State, at the time und places
of ehoosing members of the .

“ The judges of the Suprems sball be appointed by

the Gavernor, with the consent of both Heuses of the Lagia.
Iature in jaint ballot; and sball hold their offices for the
term of Aix yenrs, u:dumlﬁmtm be duly nomi-

and qualified '
A diffusion of know! being essential to the
preservation of the rights and liberties of the people, it
shall be thedaty of the Leginisturs n:.:'lh State toul.;

sultable provislons for the supp
ie mehooln.

bl .
i The Leginlature shall, ut an early a day & ioable,
entablish fres sobools throughout the State, and shall far-
ninh means for their sopport by taxation; amd it shali be

the duty of the Legislabure to set apart not less than one-
twelfth of the anpasl revenue of the State, derived from
shall be appro-

taxation, a8 a perpetual fund, whish fund
printed to the support of free public sehools, and no lew
ahall be mads diverting said fand to any other use.

sy

 Kvery male of the of twenty-oue years or
nm.thm&nu&ud .l ','m ;:

e pted,) belonging to eith i
lowing classes, and who shall bave rusided in'this State for
six ha next preceding any electi be n ualified
at aneh eleotion :
s, Cltizens of the United States residing In this

1 Secomd. Persons who elected to in it of the
Eepublic of Mexico serordingto article slghtl of the treaty
of peace, made and coneluded between the United States of
North Amerion and the Hepublic of Mexioo, st Gosdalupe
H , knd ratified by the Cougrees of the United St es
the thirtieth day of May, A. D), 1545, and who shall have

ot lenst six months preceding any slection, be-
fore some judge of the Su Court fn_this State, o1 be-
fore a elerk 0 mny pourt of record In this State, an oath re-
nouncing snd sbjrring all ‘lhﬂn 0 or fealty tothe Gov
ernment of the Republla of Mexioo, and to support the
Constitution of the United States snd of this State,

“ Third. Persons of forelgn birth, not referred to in the
two preceding clauses, who shall bhave declared thelr inten-
tion to become eitizens of the United States, conformahl
totihe laws of the United States ou the suhjest of n&unli-
wation,

“ No soldier in the army of the United States shall be en-
titled to vote in this State.”

This, then, is the Constitution of New Mexico.
It is & republican Constitution, and the argument
of the Senator from Maryland against the admis-

sion of New Mexico is refuted.

Mr. Dayron. It is no part of Ednt: tomake
any comment upon any course which any Senator
may think in his best judgment to be advisable;
but | cannot but feel that when we are acting
jointly in reference to a measure, we have some-
thing in common, nnd that there is something
due to each other; and it seems to me that it
would have heen better if the Senator from New
York mwunlud the views of those who have
conen generally in their action u this
measure, and have avoided offering thhp;rnapod-
tion at this time. This amendment belongs alto-
gether to a different line of policy, and the whole
effect of offering it at this time is to put the vote
before the country infinitely feebler than if the
proposition were to stand alone. ‘W hy, sir, I can-
not vote for this amendment, while at the same
time | do not want to vote aguinst the admission
of New Mexico as a State, as sn alternative. |
cannot vote for this amendment to the bill; and I
put it to the Senator from New York, what ia the

i

effect of this smendment, upﬁl‘ you pass it
and incorporateit in thisbill 7 Why, sir, you
your own and this main line of poli-
cy ; and the Senator and others will have
to vote the On'.nn;u bill. ?‘I:v, in what
tion are weplaced 7 Isubmit, w great
ﬁmuumunumm:ﬁm

not to have mixed up this question with the Om-
nibus hill Let us stand alone upon our own or &
different policy. | do mot wish to vote for this
bill. 1 do not wish to vote agninst the adminsion
of New Mexico a8 a State, under proper cireum-
ata a8 & mere alternative,

Bat | am upwilling to vote for this amendment
for another reuson. | do think this matter is
;ruum I am unwilling to transfer to the

resident of the United States, or to any other
power on earth, that right which the Constitution
has imposed oo us to judge whether the Constitu-
tion of & State offering hersell here is republican
or not. The Constitution of the United States
makes it aecessary that Congress should pro-
nounce upon thut question. How, in the name of
God, can we transfer that constitutional daty to
the Executive, and then satisfy our consciences
snd our constitutions] obligations to that Consti-
tion? | cannot do that yet

Agnio: | am unwilling to place the omus of
judging the question of boundary, and other pro-
visions of this Constitution, upon the President
This amendment only mays that if the President
ahall be satisfied that the poorle of New Mexioo
have approved of some Constitution, (what Con-
stitation it does not say, nnd we do not know, be-
cause the paper from which the Senator has read
bas no official character,) he shall admit thewn as a

State hr"mhunuu

Mr. President, I regret very much that the Sen.
ator should have felt it his duty to embarrass us in
this matter. I donot complain of it, hecause he has
exercised only his jost and legitimate rights upon

'I‘:r: it if i ltlI :nnkl ugd-mmh“ s
& woul ave soi th

have hud this : -

Mr. Sgwarn,

A o
0 e
Aere i b Consiiutionn ber hands, and with
ber es here, to maintain snd sn her
be is turned adrift without ..[t.‘ el
sppearance, and therefore it is that [ am prepared
for one, upon the information I have, 1o go for
admisasion in order to secure ber her righty
Other Benators may act as they in their discretion

exico when

H

i

may think right and proper. Th .
their own reasons, 1 haveno doubt, to ﬂ:-i[l}; lhi::
seives to their constituents in to the vote
they shall give.

Mr. Haue. | concur with the honorab)
atar from New Jersey in what he ltnnld.InB:_
gard to the amendment of the Senator from N ey
York, sea reason for not voting forit. 1 cannot yore
for the proposition for another reason, which he
has not adverted to; and that is, beeanse those of
us who have contended against the piling of ip.
congruous measures in one bill, should .
our consistency, if it is worth preserving, (I do not
myself consider it of any very great value,) and 2o

incressing the load; for if Callforniys

buack was bent by what was already piled upoy
it, this certainly would not lighten tfe burden
For that reason 1 would have preferred that 1iis
proposition should have been presented in s dif.
ferent shape.

But there was one remark of the Senstor from
(\"."‘“‘;'v‘l‘w J wigh, to advert ta | da wee
- ’ Nae pracier et o

ha Ranston Feam Waw Vank has samesiitnd o

= -\-..' L R Fs D W
suggested his expulsion. 1f it be fe abicince.
ment that there was & higher law than the Consti-
tution, and which we are bound to obey at oIl
times and at all hagards, | myself ought to be ex-
pelled, because I believeit, I t t when the
Senate went into the choice of a chaplain to per-
form the ceremony of offering prayer and sup-
Eﬂuﬂw, that we did ise that there was »

igher Power over us, I have not heard of
late years that it was a orim® to recognise & power
higher than homan %

. Pratr (in his seat) Noone denies that,

Mr. Have. | do remember, recorded in ancient
and sagred history, an occasion somewhat analo-
gous to this. It is recorded that on & certain oc-
casion the princes and governors and mighty men
of the realm got together, and suggested to the
king of Babylon to publi.a‘: a decree that whoev.
er should put up any prayer or petition to any
other than the king, for the space of three days
(it was limited to three days only, let it be
remembered ) should be cast into a dem of
lions; and I have not heard that that decree
was enforoed but three days. The operation was
such that it never was renewed in the kingdom of
B!hi:.ﬂ; and | bave never beard of any country,

J or suvage. wharg it has been w eriea e
acl edge, as individaals or as members of so
organized Government, that there is & Power

than yeur Constitution—that there is &
King of kiogs, snd a Lord of lords, before
whose face the stubborn pride of the Republic
must bend the knee.

Mr. Foorx. Mr. President, will the Senator
allow me to ask him—

Mr. Hare [ will get throngh in & moment.

Mr. Foore. It is only a short question.

Mr, Hars. Now, sir, | wish this thing to be put
distinotly before us, I wish we might, as individ-
vals, understand whether itis neceasary to aseat on
this floor for us to put the provisions of our Con-
stitution above the behest of the King of kings.
What an idle mockery it is to stand up and rev-
erently kiss the Holy iook, and eall upon Him
1o help us to maintain its precepts, when in our
e
even [ a A 8
I am If the . in to be expurgsted
of everybody who helieves that sentiment, let the
work and let it commence now. Let
the presmble show the offence of which they are
guilty; that is, that they believed, high and ex-
slu; a8 the sentiments they entertain of the wis-
dom spd power of the Constitution which our
fathers formed—that irreverently believed
that there was a Power higher even than that
Evur,&u which republicans as well as H'T must

w in submission. If it be a crime, sir, I plead

uilty to it, 1 will not put the Senator from

aryland nor anybody else to the trouble of
Erotlz it. ladmitit, I believe it. Sir, I be
eve you have no even to bring the -
premacy of your Republic into eonflict with the
cowmands of the Most High. | believe that sen-
timent In its brondest sense, and [ have heretofore
su that in the action of our Government
the sentiment of our Government, we had not,
in the plenitude of our power and in the unbri-
bied state of our pride, come to that pitch of pre-
sumption that it was to be considered an offence
agaipst the Constitution to bow reverently to the
power of the Most High.

Mr. Prarr. It is a very essy matter, sir,
when an argument based upon one state of facts
is made, to dnswer it by making an argument
u another state of faets which was never
dreamed of by the m who made the argument
in the first case. the Senator from New
Hampshire ng in his place that he understood
me to say I did not believe in a Supreme Power—
that [ objected to the Senator from New York for
looking to a Supreme Power as s higher law than
any human law? Did the Senator so nnderstand
me?7 He knows he did not; and yet he has got
up here, in the mn;r in wb:?:.’ ; usually "ll

ues, using & set of phrases w owever wel
Eh:;' may suit certain occasions, and however
they may exhibit the talents of the anthor of
them, will not apply to every occasion, and have
not just as much application to one state of facts
as another. He assumes the facte to suit the
phrases, and not his speech to suit the facts.

Now, sir, | never said ; and | am sure there is
pot & Senator who hears me who does not believe
that [ have & higher respect for that Supreme
Power, whose name is so frequently deseerated
here, than the Senator from New Hampshire.

Mr. Hare. Order!

[ The Reporter feels called upon to state that
be understood the Senator to say “ whose name
is 80 frequently desecrated by the Senator from
New Hampshire,” and so he took down the words
st the instant they were uttered; but, upon fur-
ther reflection, considering that the sentence
would have been incomplete by inserting the
preposition “by” and that by the Senator's let-
ting his voice fall after the word “ New Hamp-
shire” he intended to finish the sentemce, the
Reporter is foreed to the conclusion that bis ear
was mistaken.|

The Presioent. The Senator must not make
any reflection.

r. Prarr. | have not made any.

Mr. Haue. 1 call the Senator to order.

Mr. Pravr. I have yet to learn that telling
the truth is out of order.

The Prrsinext. The Senator will take his
seat until the question of order is stated by the
Senator from New Hampahire.

Mr. Haue. 1 understood the gentleman to ssy
th;n. I frequently desecrated the name of the Most

- —-

High.

gil‘. Foote (in his seat) He did not say so.

The Paesioext, The Senator from New
Hampshire will reduce his words to writing.

Mr. Havx, baving reduced the words to wri-
lh:F, passed them to the Chair,

he Pursinent. The words, as written dowsn
by the Senator from New Hampshire, are, that
‘““the name of the Most High is frequently dese-
orated by that Senstor”

Mr. Haig. 1 bave not had time to put down
the conneotion in which tluly ocourred, but thst
is & part of the language [ understood him 10
atter.

Mr. Prarr. [ eaid “so frequently desecrated
in the Seunate.”

Mr. Cuass. May1 be allowsd to muggest bt
the words heard by the Senator from New Hawp
shire were, 8o frequently deseorated here.

The Presivent. The Chair will make it8
cision, nd';l.:: :t will be in order for e
to nppeal t if they choose.
set down by the Senator from New Bl'l"::;:
aprl iu.urmrhdlhhm:-"‘_’h“
us or, would certainly be out order e

Sk

of hia

the Chair did not so understand the
Maryland, or he would have felt it his
call him to order, aa the Chair mrely
from what he believes to be & dischsrg®




